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IN sTRUCTIONSUC 70 CONSTABLES 


oo 199/20 4 Fox EXECUTING THE 


p O 1 1 8 CH E M ' 
IN 1E COUNTY or HADDINGTON. 


| PHE Juſtices of the Peace of the County of Haddington being de- 


ſirous as much as poſſible to diſcourage Vagrants and idle Perſons 


going about the country, and happy to find that the moſt reſpectable 
tenants in every quarter of the County are alſo deſirous to give their aid 
and afliſtance for that laudable purpoſe, by chearfully offering them- 
ſelves to ſerve as Head conſtables in their ſeveral bounds : That they 
may therefore be at no loſs to know how to act in that office, 


The following DrrtcT tions, taken ſrom the Statutes upon that head, 

are publiſhed for their ule : 

EvERY Conſtable, in their reſpeRive'pariſhes, ſhall apprehend any ſuſ- 
picious Perſons, who are night-walkers, and cannot give a good account 
of themſelves, and carry them to the next Juſtice of Peace to find cau- 
tion for their / good behaviour, or otherwiſt be committed to priſon : 


And the faid Conſtable or Conſtables ſhall ſtay and arreſt all Vagabonds, 


Sturdy Beggars and Egyptians, and carry them before ſome Juſtice of 
Peace, who ſhall take or der for their committing to priſon, or other ** 
niſhments. according to the ſtatutes of Parliament. 


Every Conſtable in their reſpective pariſhes ſhall arreſt all idle Perſons 


whom they know to have no means to live upon, and will not betake them- 


ſelves to any labour, trade or occupation, and ſhall carry them before 


ſome Juſtices of Peace, who, after examination, ſhall either commit them 


to priſon, or take ſurety of them for their appearance at the next Quar- 


ter-ſeſſions. 


All Conſtables in their reſpective pariſhes ſhall apprehend every 


Perſon or Perſons that ſhall be guilry and culpable of ſlaughter, murder, 


theft, or any other culpable crime whatſoever, and ſhall require his 
neighbours to aſſiſt for ſafe conveying of ſuch Perſon or Perſons to the 
next Juſtice of Peace in ſuch like caſes : And if any Perſon or Perſons 


ſhall refuſe or delay to aſſiſt the ſaid Conſtable or Conſtables in executing 


his or their offices, ſuch Perſons, for refuſing or delaying, ſball be im- 

priſoned, or otherwiſe puniſhed by the ſaid Juſtices at thelr Seſſions. 
Upon the appearance of any fray or ſtir betwixt parties, the Conſtable 

ſhall require the aſſiſtance of his neighbours for ſundering of the parties; 


and if there be any harm done to the Conſtable, or any 'of the aſſiſtants, 


by them who made the fray, they ſal be puniſhed by the Juſtices at the 
next Se (lion, 


When any Perſbn or Perſons have made a fray, and then flee to an 
houſe, the Conſtable or Conſtables may follow to the houſe to open the 


doors, which, if he or ſhe ſhall refuſe, he ſhall take notice of the maſter 


or keeper of the houſe, and require witneſſes thereon ; and albeit the de- 
linquent ſhall flee further without the bounds of the Conſtable? s charge, 
yet may the Conſtable follow and apprehend him in a reſh purſuit, and 


crave concurrence of the country for that effect. 


The Conſtables in every pariſh ſhall execute all ſuch precepts and 
warrands as they ſhall from time to time receive from the Juſtices of the 


Peace; and every petty Conſtable ſhall receive a reaſonable reward for 


every time 75 is Pao nods. as, aforeſaid, at * diſcretion of the Juſtices. 
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